
 My childhood was in the turbulent 60s, which coincides with the start  
of the decline of the mainline churches (nationally the Presbyterian Church  
has declined in membership every single year since 1964), so I never really 
experienced the times when it seemed that everybody went to church.  The 
nation was also less diverse in those days, so although my neighborhood was 
predominantly Jewish, the nation as a whole simply accepted Christianity as  
the norm. 

 Life isn’t like that any more; neighbors who see you trundling off with 
the kids on Sunday morning are as likely to presume you’re off to visit Grandma 
as thinking that you’re going to worship.  I still hear people longing for the 
return of the “good ol’ days”, but we’re probably a couple of decades past the 
hope that such times will return any time soon.  So we have to get used to the 
idea that being people of faith no longer places us at the center of society, it 
places us at the edges. 

 This is the premise of a new book by Craig Groeschel, pastor of 
LifeChurch.tv, a huge church that operates over a dozen campuses in five  
states.  His book is entitled “Weird”, and it reminds us that “normal” has 
changed, and for the most part, it isn’t working. 

 He admits that Christians were often (and still can be) “weird” in a  
not-so-good way.  The low-budget televangelist shouting on your TV set; the 
street corner doomsday prophet; the protesters whose palpable anger betrays  
the love of Christ they claim to be serving – this is the kind of “weird” people 
too often think of when they hear the word “Christian.” 

 But then there’s the good kind of weird.  Someone who sacrifices a 
chance at a promotion because it would take away from time with the family.  
Someone who rearranges his/her financial priorities to provide for God’s 
purposes, invests in the future, and disclaims the need to own the most, the  
best, or the latest (whether it’s clothes, cars, or gadgets).  Do this, and you’ll  
be “weird.” 

continued on page 2 
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 But Jesus knew this was how it would be.  The path of discipleship is not  
the road most people will choose, and he put it to us in a most memorable way, 
teaching us: “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy 
that leads to destruction, and there are many who take it.  For the gate is narrow and  
the road is hard that leads to life, and there are few who find it.”  (Matthew 7:13-14) 

 I would hope that each of us would spend some time reflecting on  
the choices we make in our lives and asking: are we taking the wide road or  
the narrow one?  Are we striving to be seen as “normal” or are we willing to  
risk being perceived as “weird”?  Do the masses dictate the way we go, or are  
we doing what we can to draw the masses to the way of Christ?  We choose 
“normal” – or we can choose what is better than normal. 

 As Pastor Groeschel put it: “If you choose not to coast along the world’s 
wide-open road but rather to blaze a narrow trail with Jesus as your guide, then 
you’ll never settle for normal again.  You’ll want only one thing.  The God kind  
of weird.” 

 Have the courage to be weird.  Choose to be generous beyond what  
is normal, to be patient beyond what is normal, to be loving beyond what is 
normal – resolve to go way beyond normal with the degree of trust you place  
in God for control of your life.  Do this, and your friends will be wondering  
why you aren’t experiencing “normal” levels of stress, frustration, and 
unhappiness.  And it will be because your life will have transcended “normal” 
and become extraordinary. 

Peace and blessings, 
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From the  Choir  Room 

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a 
weekly commitment, the Summer Choir is for you. They rehearse and sing one 
Sunday of each month during the summer. We meet at 10 AM to rehearse and 
sing for worship at 11. Be prepared to enjoy yourself! 
The remaining summer choir Sunday is August 28. 

Workers at the Letourneau factory replacing the disintegrated 
leather parts on our organ's windchests. 

ORGAN RESTORATION UPDATE 
Work is well underway on the rebuilding and restoration  
of our pipe organ at the Letourneau factory in Quebec, 
Canada. Technicians have torn all the wind chests apart 
and replaced the thousands of leather valves. Pipes  
have been cleaned and revoiced. New pipes are being 
constructed to expand the variety of sounds of the organ 
and to replace existing pipes that have been found to  
be unsuitable.  Representatives from the church will be 
visiting the Letourneau factory in August or September  
to view and approve the work in progress.  Andrew  
Forrest, the head voicer of Letourneau, has told me  
that the improvement in the sound characteristics of  
the organ is remarkable! I personally can’t wait to hear 
the work in progress. When the organ returns at the 
beginning of October for reinstallation we will all be  
able to enjoy this “miraculous transformation.” 

CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the Crossroads contemporary worship that resumes on Sunday, August 7.   
We meet every Sunday evening at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with  
a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and the same basic sermon as Sunday  
morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try  
and invite your friends! 



 

 

Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES IN AUGUST 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 11 
“Awesome Adventures: God’s People on Mountains and Seas” is packed with kid-
friendly lessons and take-home comics. Starting in August, we have stories from 
the New Testament:  
Baptism in the Jordan River, Sermon on the Mountainside, Calm on the Sea of Galilee, 
Follow Me beside the Sea, Who is Jesus?, and Breakfast on the Beach.      
 

Parents: Help your children learn these wonderful lessons by bringing them to church this summer and 
teaching them good stewardship by bringing a cash offering or food for a needy neighbor. 

          ONE NIGHT AT THE HEIFER FARM IN RUTLAND, MA 
   

Trip to Heifer Farm in Rutland, MA:  Youth Group members are invited to spend Friday, 
September 16 overnight at the church to leave very early on Saturday, the 17th for the Heifer 
Farm and return on Sunday afternoon, the 18th. The cost is $50 which includes all meals, 
lodging, programming and transportation. The rest of the cost will be covered by scholarships and the youth 
budget. Registration is due by September 1. This is an outstanding opportunity to experience first-hand how the 
Heifer Project International works around the world. Our Pumpkin Patch in October supports this mission. 

You Are Invited to a Musical Treat on Aug. 19 
 

Dear Edwina, Junior is a delightful musical which takes place on a beautiful summer day in Paw, Paw, 
Michigan. Music is by Zina Goldrich, Book and Lyrics by Marcy Heisler and is part of the Broadway 
Junior Collection. All the neighborhood kids are on their way to Edwina Spoonapple’s  
house ready to start the Dear Edwina Show. Letters are sent to Edwina’s show  
in hopes of receiving invaluable advice. Through song and dance their 
marvelous Edwina can answer any problem posed. 

 
Our Musical Theatre Camp begins August 8 and concludes with the 
Show at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, August 19 in the Chapel with Dinner 
following in Elmore Hall. The Camp Staff with their 25 cast members 
and crew invite you to our Dinner Theatre Evening! 

 
Our Staff includes Margot Bennett, Director; Assistant Directors, Amanda Bogacz and Quinette 
Jeffries along with Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Coordinator; Sara Williams and Angela Okorie 
as Activities Assistants. Workshop Leaders are Cyndi and Michael Kumor in Acting and Singing; 
Barbara Soyster on How to Set a Table; and Paul Platek on the Benefits of Careful Spending and 
Saving, just some of the themes in the Show. 
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  Vacation Bible Camp  
August 29 – September 2 

Time:  9:00am- 12:30pm 
Children 3 ½ years old – 7th Grade*                      

*Optional afternoon program  
for children 4th - 7th grade,  

 Monday – Thursday, 12:30pm – 3:30 pm 
 
 

Director:  Sherrie Reilley, 973-839-3113 / sherrier9@aol.com 
Activities Director: Dorothy VanderWerf, 201-568-7373 ext. 307 / dorothyv@englewoopres.org 
 

 

Please register your child by August 7, 2011 
 

Cost $25 per child, $35 for two children, and $45 max per family  
(Additional $30, per child for the 4 days of extended afternoons) 

 

Needs List 
 

Please lend/give any of the following items as we prepare for a fun week 
of camp. We’ll take great care of your belongings, & we’ll get loaned 
items back to you when camp is over. 
 

To Borrow 
Panda Posters/Cutouts 
Decals/Photos 
Stringed Lights 
Stringed Lanterns 
Paper Lanterns 
Paper Fans 
 

 

Stuffed Animals 
Pandas 
Red Pandas 
Snow Leopards 
Monkeys 
Pheasants 

Parasols 
Silk Fern/Bamboo 
Silk Tropical Flowers 
Floral Leis  
Grass Skirts 
Tiki Bar 

To Keep 
LARGE Appliance Boxes 
Black Garbage Bags 
Cardboard  Fabric Tubes 
Paper Towel Tubes 

Please drop items off  
at the church  
WITH YOUR NAME ON THEM  
so we know who  
to return them to! 

Asian Costume 
Chinese New Year Decorations 
Chop Sticks 
Shop Lights 
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    PICTURES FOR A PICTORIAL DIRECTORY:  
                DO WE HAVE YOURS? 
Photographer, Debbie Alvarez, has displayed in Elmore Hall over 100 pictures that she 
has taken. Is yours there? If not, she is ready to take more pictures. A Pictorial Directory 

will help us to know each other better. Please ask Debbie to take your picture on Sunday, 
that’s all we ask!  Or send or bring in a picture to include and do it real soon. Thank you! 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION YOUR HOME  
The Deacons would like to share Communion with you if you are home-bound or can’t make it to church 
on Communion Sundays, usually the first Sunday of the month. Our next Communion 
Service is August 7. Please call Dorothy VanderWerf at 201-568-7373, ext. 307 and let us 
know if you are interested. 

   

              
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Does Not Meet in the Month of August 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study is on a break for the month of August. Instead, the SUMMER 
ALIVE series of mission-focused presentations will take place at 10:00 a.m. in  
the East Room on Sunday mornings. (see page 7 for details) 
 

 

NEW PATH: SMALL GROUP CONTINUING 
 

Wednesdays: August 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the manse and August 24 at 
7:00 p.m. at the home of the Bishops (in Teaneck) 
 

The “New Path” small group has completed the “Best Question Ever” 
study and is considering moving forward to a new DVD-based discussion 
guide entitled “Who’s Pushing Your Buttons: Handling the Difficult 
People in Your Life”.  We will meet for supper at the manse on 
Wednesday, August 10 at 6:30 p.m. (RSVP requested) and then our next 
group meeting will be on Wednesday, August 24 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Bishops’ home in Teaneck. The co-facilitators of the group will be Sandy 
Bishop and Beverly Rhinehart. Please consider joining us!   

News for the  Congregat ion 
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Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

SUMMER ALIVE IN AUG. & SEPT. 
 

At 10 a.m. on Sunday Mornings in August, you are 
invited to Summer Alive!. We gather together in the 
East Room to hear some great and important stories. 
  

August 7: Well, the 11 intrepid workers are home from  

our mission trip to West Virginia and we have pictures and 
stories to share.  We hope that you will come on the 7th to 
hear about the 200 year old home that needed some 
winterizing,  the beautiful nieces with the engaging smiles,  
the watchful brothers and the finished siding, underpinning 
and wood shed.  Oh yes – there was no indoor plumbing in 
the house.  And that’s just the tip of the lore. See you there. 

 

  August 14: Family Promise: Housing Homeless Families,  

will be the topic. You will hear directly from those who were involved in hosting these families as they share how  
this program works, the causes of homelessness, and how we can help make a difference in their lives. 
 

August 21: Glenn Garrison and Haitian, Ralf Etienne (see article below) 

 

August 28: Ray Arons is an expert in the study of secondary health-care data sets, and their use for answering  

a wide range of health care issues. Working and teaching in health care, he has developed his health insurance 
knowledge for nationally run programs such as Medicare and Medicaid. Ray is a third generation Medicare 
recipient. 

September 4: Charlotte Bennett Schoen will speak about the exciting and rewarding global justice assignment 

that took her to Lucknow, India where she worked with a vibrant NGO. She worked with village women in 
training and advocacy and promoting better services, empowering them with entrepreneurial opportunities  
for families. She will share stories and slides of her work. 

PLEASE SUPPORT RALF ETIENNE 
Earlier in the spring we met Ralf Etienne, a 21-year-old survivor of the Haitian 
earthquake who lost a leg after being trapped upside-down for hours in the 
rubble.  Ralf was introduced to us through FPC member Glenn Garrison, 
director of prosthetics at the Hospital for Special Surgery in NYC.  Ralf (who has 
eleven siblings who are still in Haiti) is now living in the U.S. and starting at 
Bergen Community College in September.  We are helping raise money for  
Ralf’s tuition, books, and commuting expenses by hosting a BBQ at the manse 
after worship on Sunday, August 21 and Michael Bello is putting on a cabaret benefit performance for Ralf  
on Friday evening, August 26 at 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  For each event we are requesting a donation of  
$20 or more.  Ralf brings us a tremendous story of perseverance, faith, and hope in the aftermath of tragedy.   
Please support his education. 

Alive! 
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Mission on the  Move 

WRITE A CARD OF THANKS AND SEND A GIFT TO A SOLDIER 
Write a card of gratitude to soldiers serving in Afghanistan and let’s send some gifts, too.  

Suggested gifts are: 
 Greeting cards of all kinds 
 AT&T phone cards 
  Hard candy 
  Wipes 
  Personal care items 
  Liquid Freeze Pops (which they like!).  
 

Sergeant Beverly Smith at the Bordentown Armory in New Jersey will 
accept our cards and gifts and send them to the soldiers. Please bring your donated items to 
the church by August 7. 
 

Thanks! 

  

FIVE WISHES 
Your Senior Ministry provides the Five Wishes document which is a Living Will that talks 
about your personal, emotional and spiritual needs as well as you medical wishes. We also  
provide two local senior center program folders with many leisure and learning opportunities 
for individuals 55 and older. The Senior Information Center is near the Chapel. 

FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST: AUG. 7 & SEPT. 4 
 

Our goal for 2011 is to donate 300 bags of groceries to the Center for Food Action to help 
support 30 families who come to the Center every day which is 15 more than a couple of 
years ago. From January to July, we have donated 175 bags. Can we reach our goal by Decem-
ber? Thank you for your generous donations of food and cash!! We just sent $860 to CFA from 
individual gifts given! Thank you! The summer is a crucial time to remember those extra cans 
or boxes of food or cash for the emergency food packages. 

CLEAN OUT, SAVE, & GIVE: ANOTHER GIVEAWAY IN SEPTEMBER 

Mission Committee plans another GIVE AWAY on Thursday, September 22 and Friday, September 23.  
We’ve extended the hours to accommodate those who need evening hours. On Thursday, Elmore Hall 
will be open from 3 – 7 p.m. and on Friday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Donate your items through the  
entrance off of Dwight Place from the Upper Parking Lot. As before, we will 
need many volunteers to help set-up the Give Away. It’s a hands-on way that  
we can help our neighbors in need. 
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CELEBRATE WITH NELSON AND BENERANDA BAEZ IN  
WORSHIP, AUGUST 7! 
 

On Sunday, August 7 in our 11:00 a.m. worship service we will have a 
unique opportunity to be present for the renewal of the marital vows  
of Nelson and Beneranda Baez on the occasion of their 25th wedding  
anniversary.  It is their desire and ours to make this a celebration of our 
family of faith.   
 

The Presbyterian Book of Common Worship provides for holding weddings in the context of Sunday  
worship, a practice that is not frequently used in recent times but recalls an earlier era when weddings were 
simpler occasions and more closely tied to the life of the church.   
 

Our worship that day will include the ceremony woven into the fabric of the Service for the Lord's Day, and 
will also include the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper.  The Baez's will be hosting Coffee & Conversation that 
day to continue the celebration. 

FAMILY PROMISE: 5 HOMELESS FAMILIES ARE VERY GRATEFUL! 
 

HOSTING HOMELESS FAMILIES from July 10 to July 24 in Elmore Hall required about 42 volunteers 
just from our congregation plus another 55 volunteers from our five supporting congregations who hosted 
the overnights and meals. We are, indeed, grateful for the generous outpouring of care and concern for the 
5 families; 8 children ranging from age 3 to 16, and 6 parents who were our guests for 14 days.  
 

The 97 volunteers prepared and painted the restrooms, reinstalled the 2 showers in Elmore Hall which was 
a wonderful blessing during these very hot and humid weeks, set up Elmore Hall with dividers, blow-up 
beds, towels, and bed linens for 14 guests. Six Coordinators from the 6 faith communities invited their 
people to help host by preparing and serving 14 dinners, bringing food for 14 breakfasts and 14 lunches, 
asked 2 people to stay overnight for each of the 14 nights (28 total) and provided extra volunteers for a 
variety of tasks. A team of 15 party planners set up a Birthday Party one evening to celebrate Everyone’s 
Birthday! It was a wonderful evening of games, prizes, cake, ice cream, and goody bags for each of the 8 
children!!  THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
 

FAMILY PROMISE DAY CENTER  
The FAMILY PROMISE DAY CENTER at Ridgewood United Methodist Church in Ridgewood is 
now complete where our families come and go from every day. They do need volunteers to stay 
at the Day Center on Saturdays, 8:30 – 6, and on Sundays, 8:30 – 5. Two adults are 
needed those days but others can come, too, to play games, do arts and crafts, watch 
movies, etc. Orientation is Thursday, August 4 at 7 p.m. at the Day Center,  
100 Dayton St. in Ridgewood, across from VanNeste Square. 
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              MOVING FORWARD 
We have surpassed the 400-member level (currently standing at 407) for the first time in nearly 30 

years!  Our Treasurer, Phil Tamis, reports that through the third Sunday of July pledges and 
contributions are running 15% ahead of the same point last year.  We are very grateful for your 
generous support and for your generosity of spirit that makes FPC an inviting place for all. 

PARISH DIRECTORY UPDATED 
Copies of the updated Parish Directory will be available in September BUT we need  
to know if there any changes or additions that need updating from the last directory.  
Check at Coffee & Conversation to see if your information is correctly printed. 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY CLASS  
STARTS AGAIN IN SEPTEMBER! 
Your church is hosting another life-changing class facilitated by Paul Platek 
starting on Sunday, September 11 at 7 p.m. The cost for the class in August  
is $93.00 plus shipping. You can register to attend these 13 classes of Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 
University by signing up at the church, or bygoing onto the following link: 
 

http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/org/22237/class/192341  

LOVE AND SYMPATHY TO: The family and friends of Jean Bush, a long-time member of our church, who died on 
Saturday, July 23, 2011 at the age of 89. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Our CROP Walkers and Sponsors who raised $1,265. The total funds raised through  
the East Bergen Walk are $7,420, with 25% or $1,855 going to the Center for Food Action. 
  

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Leigh Haus and Lourenso Ramautar on the birth of their daughter, Kira Leigh Rose on 
July 28, 2011. Congratulations, too, to proud grandparents Paul and Colleen Haus! 
 

BEST WISHES TO: Clark Olsen who is recovering from surgery for a broken nose. 
 

BEST WISHES AND PRAYERS FOR: all our College Students returning to school this month and especially those 
starting their college careers: Maxwell Beucler to the School of Visual Arts in NYC; Laura Garrison to  
Barnard College, Columbia University in NYC; and Andrew Platek to Fairleigh Dickinson University in NJ. 
 

THANK YOU TO: Yeonah Jung and Kelly Spitzley for their creative work in the Center for Learning; enhancing it 
with their painting a grand sweep of sky and clouds and some traditional touches of our church building which 
everyone appreciates. 

People You Know 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our Web site, don’t forget that our 
sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible at 
no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood), follow us on Twitter 
(@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

Alive! 
JOIN US FOR 

STARTING SUNDAY, AUG. 7 


